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of rodents, and no community can be considered free from the disease 
until it no longer exists among rats. Human cases may not occur 
occur, but as long as the infection is harbored in rodents it constitutes 
a menace to the community. 

CALIFORNIA. 

During the week ended August 24, 1912, 9 plague-infected ground 
squirrels were found in California. Four of these came from Ala- 
meda County and 5 from Contra Costa County. 

The manner in which plague infection persists among the ground 
squirrels in California and the extent to which the disease is found 
among them, considered in connection with the fact that no human 
case of plague has occurred in the State for nearly a year, and only 
a very few cases in four years, causes <one to wonder whether similar 
conditions do not exist in the territory surrounding many of the cities 
of the world in which outbreaks ofplague have occurred at some time 
during the present pandemic. The history of these outbreaks in 
most places has been that there were but few human cases, and that 
seldom has the disease become as prevalent as occurs in certain 
of the contagious diseases. Usually there have been but few cases. 
Then the disease has apparently disappeared in some localities to 
reappear again at intervals. In those cities in which an efficient 
health department has undertaken the collection of rats and their 
examination, plague has been found usually among rats. 

In the cases in which rats have been persistently trapped, collected, 
and examined, the disease in time has seemed to disappear. It is 
a question whether in many localities the disease has not extended 
to the rodents in the surrounding rural districts. If this is so, these 
localities have, for the time being at least, become endemic foci of 
plague, and constitute areas from which infection may be spread to 
other localities heretofore uninfected. 

FOREIGN. 

In certain parts of the Orient plague has shown a marked recru- 
descence during the present summer. In Canton approximately 45 
cases were being reported daily during the month of July. In 
Hongkong there were 1,097 deaths reported from this disease 
between May 12 and July 20. 

The disease remains prevalent throughout India, a condition that 
has existed for some years. In Chile there was an outbreak at 
Iquique, where, from June 26 to July 20, there were 17 reported 
cases with 11 deaths. The disease continues to be reported from 
many South American ports, Egypt, Southern Asia, and occasional 
cases from Asia Minor and Russia. 



CHOLERA. 



Cholera was for several years epidemic in Russia, excepting dur- 
ing the colder months of winter. In 1908, there were 17,000 deaths 
from this disease officially reported; in 1909, 28,000. From May 8, 
1910, to February 4, 1911, there were 216,796 cases, with over 100,000 
recorded deaths. During the year 1910 practically all parts of Russia 
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were invaded, excepting the northernmost Provinces. During the 
summer of 1911, however, the disease subsided very markedly, and 
from the 1st of April to September 13, the time during which the 
prevalence of the disease would be greatest, there were only 2,003 
cases with 1,018 deaths reported. 

Cholera appeared in Italy in August, 1910, in the Provinces of 
Bari and Foggia. The disease spread throughout the southern and 
eastern Provinces and invaded Sicily. It continued until the advent 
of cold weather, and subsided in January, 1911, to reappear in June 
of the same year. From June 8 to September 23, 1911, the period 
of the greatest prevalence of the disease, there were over 14,000 
cases, and the infection had involved by far the greater part of the 
country. The disease finally subsided with the advent of the cold 
weather of winter. During the present year (1912) the disease had 
not recurred until August 14. The cases so far reported have all 
been in the southern part of the island of Sardinia, as noted in last 
week's issue of the Public Health Reports. 

During the present summer cholera has appeared at numerous 
places in Asiatic Turkey. Among the places so reported are Aleppo, 
Alexandretta, Antioch, Beirut, Tarsus, and Damascus. Throughout 
southern Asia scattered cases have been reported. In Bombay there 
were between May 19 and July 27 over 1,600 cases reported with 
1,200 deaths. Over 500 cases were reported between May 14 and 
July 29 in Saigon, in Indo-China. In Japan cases have occurred in 
Formosa and the Miyako Islands. 



TRACHOMA. 



Trachoma has been found by officers of the United States Public 
Health Service to be prevalent in certain localities in Kentucky and 
on Indian reservations in Minnesota. Trachoma is a disease affecting 
the eyes, is chronic in nature, and mutilating in its course and results, 
frequently producing partial or total blindness. The disease is com- 
mon in parts of Asia and southern Europe, Immigrants suffering 
with this disease are not allowed to enter the United States. Recent 
reports indicate that trachoma is also present in Chile, where it appears 
to be spreading. Many cases have been noted in Valparaiso. The 
disease is most prevalent in localities where the hygienic conditions 
are bad and in those sections of cities where there is marked con- 
gestion and overcrowding. The disease has undoubtedly been .im- 
ported into Chile by immigrants coming from localities where it is 
endemic. 



INSANITY IN ENGLAND. 1 

The Sixty-sixth Annual Report of the Commissioners of Lunacy 
for England and Wales shows that on January 1, 1912, there were 
135,661 certified insane persons under treatment in England and 
Wales, which was 2,504 more than on January 1, 1911 . The increase 
in 1908 was 2,703; in 1909, 1,766; and in 1910, 2,604. The average 

i Memorandum forwarded by Consul General Griffith, London. 



